
THE WALTON B U R I A L  G R O U N D  
P i c a t i n n y  A r s e n a l ,  NJ 

T h i s  c e m e t e r y  h a s  been commonly c a l l e d  t h e  Walton B u r i a l  Ground 
s i n c e  t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r v .  The o n l v  c u r r e n t l v  known ~ u b l i s h e d  
r e c o r d  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  i s  i n  Munse1 l1 ;  H i s t o r y  bf   orris County,  
1739-1882.  For  some t i m e  i t  h a s  a l s o  been c a l l e d  t h e  H e s s i a n  
Cemeterv b e c a u s e  o f  a  b e l i e f  t h a t  some o f  t h e  H e s s i a n  p r i s o n e r s  
o f  war employed  a t  t h e  Mount Hope F u r n a c e  d u r i n g  t h e    evolution 
may be b u r i e d  h e r e .  There  h a s  been no s u b s t a n t i a t i n g  e v i d e n c e  
f o r  t h i s  b e l i e f ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  a  l o g i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t y .  For l a c k  
o f  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  and b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c e m e t e r y ,  many 
o f  t h e  g r a v e s ,  and i d e n t i t i e s  o f  t h e  o c c u p a n t s  may r ema in  a  
m y s t e r y .  You w i l l  n o t e  t h a t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h r e e  marked s t o n e s  
which were b e l a t e d l y  p r o t e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  B i c e n t e n n i a l ,  t h i s  i s  
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  a  f i e l d  s t o n e  c e m e t e r y .  Most g r a v e s  a r e  
i d e n t i f i a b l e  o n l y  b y  a  f i e l d  s t o n e  h e a d s t o n e .  Some a l s o  have  a  
s t o n e  a t  t h e  f o o t ,  and some a r e  r e c o g n i z a b l e  from t h e  d e p r e s s e d  
g round .  

What i s  known i s  t h a t  t h i s  g r o u n d ,  n e a r  t h e  edge  of  t h e  fo rmer  
Walton Farm p r o p e r t y ,  was used  a s  e i t h e r  a  f a m i l y  o r  community 
b u r i a l  ground from a t  l e a s t  1787 u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  1884.  The 
h e a d s t o n e  o f  John  Walton S e n i o r  was l e g i b l e  u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  1 8 8 2 ,  
w i t h  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  IfJohn Wal ton ,  Died J u l y  30 1 7 8 7 ,  87  Yea r s  o f  
Agett .  His w i f e ,  who d i e d  i n  1 7 9 1 ,  i s  b u r i e d  n e x t  t o  him. T h e i r  
son  was one  o f  t h e  most h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r s  i n  
Morr i s town d u r i n g  h i s  l i f e .  P e t e r  Doland ( d .  1821 )  and E l i z a b e t h  
R iche  Doland ( d .  1852 )  a r e  a l s o  b u r i e d  h e r e .  P e t e r  i s  n o t e w o r t h y  
a s  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h e  Doland House ( Q u a r t e r s  3119)  c i r c a  1 8 0 3 ,  
and a s  t h e  one c o n f i r m e d  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War v e t e r a n  b u r i e d  h e r e .  
H i s , f a t h e r  was r e p u t e d l y  an a i d e  t o  G e n e r a l  Braddock d u r i n g  t h e  
F rench  and I n d i a n  War. 

A l so  known t o  be b u r i e d  h e r e  a r e  f o u r  members o f  t h e  B u r w e l l ,  
Fordham and Walton f a m i l i e s .  Based on t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  Henry 
M e r r i c k  Doland ,  i t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  n i n e  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  
Doland f a m i l y  who d i e d  p r i o r  t o  1850. F i n a l l y ,  i t  i s  presumed 
t h a t  Susan  Walton i s  b u r i e d  h e r e  s i n c e  h e r  husband and d a u g h t e r  
a r e  (The d a u g h t e r ,  Agnes,  h a s  t h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  l e g i b l e  s t o n e ) .  

C u r r e n t l y ,  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  a n o t h e r  
t h r e e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War v e t e r a n s  a r e  b u r i e d  h e r e .  The most 
l i k e l y  seems t o  be J o n a t h a n  Wiggins .  A f t e r  l o s i n g  an arm a t  t h e  
a a t t l e  o f  Monmouth, Wiggins  made a  name f o r  h i m s e l f  a s  John  J a c o b  
F a e s c h ' s  wagonmas te r ,  and some th ing  o f  an exper t "  ' w i t h  a  whip.  

A f t e r  t h i s  c l e a n- u p ,  ARDEC's c u l t u r a l  a f f a i r s  p e r s o n n e l  w i l l  be  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p l a n n i n g  and c a r r y i n g  o u t  f u r t h e r  improvements ,  
t o  i n c l u d e  b e t t e r  a c c e s s  and r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  f e n c i n g .  T h i s  
m u s t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w a i t  f o r  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of  a  p l a n  f o r  
r e s t o r a t i o n  and m a i n t e n a n c e .  The n e x t  p l anned  v o l u n t e e r  e f f o r t  
w i l l  i n v o l v e  s e e k i n g  a p p r o v a l  f o r  t h e  p l acemen t  o f  c e r t a i n  
v e t e r a n  a n d / o r  memoria l  m a r k e r s .  


