




ARMY FAMILY COVENANT: Keeping the Promise 

In the words of our Secretary and Chief of Staff of the Army, 
never before in the history of our Army have we asked so much 
of our Families.  They are serving side-by-side with our Soldiers, 
enduring their hardships and providing the unconditional love 
and support that truly make our Army strong.  The Army Family 
Covenant pledges our commitment to support Soldiers and their 
Families and resource programs to provide them a quality of the 
commensurate with their service. 
 

On 8 October 2007, the Army unveiled the Army Family  
Covenant, which institutionalizes the Army’s commitment to  
provide Soldiers and Families - Active, Guard and Reserve - a 
quality of life equal to their service and sacrifice to our Nation.  



It commits the Army to improve Family readiness by: 
 

• Standardizing Family programs and services 
• Increasing accessibility to health care 
• Improving Soldier and Family housing 
• Ensuring excellence in child, youth and school services 
• Expanding education and employment opportunities for  

Family members 
 

The Army Family Covenant is in its second year and the  
commitment is enduing.  The Army has made significant progress 
in improving Family programs, health care, housing, child and 
youth services, recreation, education and employment  
opportunities, but there is still work to be done to build an  
environment where Army Families can prosper and realize their 
full potential. 
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2.1  Family Programs and Services 

Picatinny Arsenal is committed to standardizing Family programs and services. 
 
Army Family Covenant Signing 
On 8 November 2007, Picatinny Arsenal signed the Army 
Family Covenant with key military leaders and Family  
members.  The event was followed by a community dinner 
and cake cutting ceremony. 

 
Army Community Service Center 
Picatinny Arsenal ACS has received 
$930K to renovate Building 119 into a one-stop single point of entry 
Army Community Service Center.  The new facility will contain a 
classroom, video telecon capabilities, Family Readiness Room, private 
counseling rooms, conference  rooms, kitchen, lending closet,  
volunteer room and career center all under one roof.  The renovation is 

expected to be complete at the end of FY10. 
 
Inter-Service Family Assistance Committee 
Picatinny's ACS partners with the Inter-Service Family Assistance 
Committee (ISFAC)  which meets quarterly with National Guard, 
Reserve and Active Duty Components throughout Tri-State area.  
 
EFMP Respite Care



EFMP Respite Care
Approved Exceptional Family Members (special needs) can receive 
up to 40 hours per month of free respite care. 
 
AISFN  
Army Integrated Family Support Network with Services to Army, National Guard 
and Reserve 
 
“Hearts Apart” Waiting Family Support 
Comprised of  Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Active 
Duty, Reserve and National Guard components, this group of 
loved ones of deployed service members meet monthly on the  
installation.  The support group serves as a chain of concern and 
support.   

 
Community Tree Lighting  
Annually, the Picatinny community gathers to light the holiday tree.   
 
Spaghetti & Santa Dinner  
This holiday dinner includes salad,  
spaghetti, cookies, ice-cream and live 
holiday entertainment.  The evening  

concludes with family photos taken with Santa Claus and all  
children receive a gift.  Military and their Family members receive 
complimentary tickets provided by American Legion Post 344, 
Rockaway and the Picatinny Unit Fund.. 



FAP Child Abuse/Bulling Presentations 
Annually, Picatinny’s FAP hosts Marvel Characters who provide a  
program on bullying prevention and child abuse awareness to CYSS Senior 
and Junior camps and a lunch time meet and greet which is open to the  
entire Picatinny community. 
 
Domestic Violence Awareness 
Interactive educational self-defense sessions are given annually by Kyoshi 
Huges to enhance personal safety.   

 
Parents of Picatinny 
PoP is a bi-weekly outreach and education support group  
targeting parents and their young children. The group is free 
and open to all associated 
with Picatinny Arsenal and 
meets the 2nd and 4th  
Thursday of each month. 
 

 
Military Family Nights 
Bi-Monthly Military Fam-
ily Nights are sponsored at  
Picatinny by ACS and the 
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Unit Fund. The events are free and open to all Picatinny Mili-
tary families. Each evening has a theme and includes a free 
dinner. Family Valentine’s Dinner Dance with DJ; Cabin Fe-
ver Night; Military Family Week Dinner; Back to School 
Night; Military Appreciation Pool Party, etc…The events are 

very well received and enjoyed by the families as a night not to cook and enjoy time with mem-
bers of the community! 
 
Army Emergency Relief 
The annual AER campaign gets stronger and stronger each year!  
In 2009 over &63K was raised to support Soldiers and Families 
in need. 

Marine Homecoming 
Nearly 800 showed up to welcome 
home Marine Golf Co 2/25. 
 
Strong Bonds 
Picatinny’s Olde Forge Chapel held its first Strong Bonds  
marriage retreat during the winter of 2009 in Morristown. 
 

Chapel Youth Activities 
Ongoing faith-based events for Picatinny’s youth include movie and popcorn nights, field trips 
and teen meetings. 
 
ACS Accreditation 
Picatinny ACS has been accredited by Dept of Army since 2004 for standardized programs.  
 



2.2  Health Care 
Picatinny Arsenal is committed to increasing accessibility and quality of health care. 
 
Active Duty Dental Plan 
A new Active Duty Dental Plan was launched on 1 August 2009.  This new Active Duty Dental 
Program (ADDP) becomes the dental care plan for active duty Service members (ADSMs)  
assigned to locations with no access to a military dental facility.  
 
TRICARE Benefits Q&A 
U.S. Family Health Care held a Q&A on 4 November 2009 assisting sponsors and Family 
members with questions about their TRICARE benefits and program options.  
 
Randolph Eyecare Center 
The Randolph Eyecare Center has recently begun to accept all TRICARE patients within the 
area.  Dr. Saxon can be seen for corrective vision, treatment of eye disease, sports vision and 
laser vision consultation. 

2.3  Soldier and Family Housing 
Picatinny Arsenal is committed to improving Soldier and 
Family Housing.. 
 
Picatinny Arsenal Privatized Housing



Picatinny Arsenal Privatized Housing
In 2006, Picatinny partnered with GMH, now known as 
Balfour Beatty Communities to demolished 80% of the 
older homes on the Arsenal and replaced them with new 
single homes and townhouses. The majority of the older 
homes were renovated with HVAC systems, upgraded 
bathrooms, new kitchen, fresh paint, carpet and refinished wood floors.  Based on the current 
renovation schedule, all homes on Picatinny will have been either replaced or renovated by 
April of 2011.  This will bring the entire inventory of homes up the date with model amenities, 
quality construction and neighborhoods our residents are proud to call home.   

2.4  Child, Youth and School Services (CYSS) 
Picatinny Arsenal is committed to ensuring excellence in child, youth and school services.. 

 
GWOT Respite Care and Fees 
Annual registration fees for Picatinny CYSS programs were 
eliminated. Both the Child Development Center and Before and 
After School Programs have provided respite care for deployed 
service members Families.  Program attendance fees were  
reduced for Families during deployment.  Fees were assessed at 
level 1 for a Wounded Warrior in Transition using our program.  
Classes are provided for free for children of deployed service                       

    members. 



New Child Development Centers 
Picatinny received two new Child Development  
Centers to help alleviate the number of children on 
our waiting list for care.   

 
Summer Camp 
During our  
Summer Camp 
program, campers 
packed Hero Packs for children of deployed service members 
from our installation in conjunction with Operation Military 
Kids. 
 

Transition MOA 
Picatinny signed the Transition 
Memorandum of Agreement with 
the Superintendents of the two 
school systems servicing  
Picatinny Arsenal; Rockaway 
Township School District and 
Morris Hills Regional School District. 

National Accreditation 
Both the Child Development Center and the Before and  
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After School Programs have been accredited by nationally 
recognized non-military affiliations. 

 
CYSS Youth Programs 
CYSS offers Middle School and Teen  
Programs after school, weekends,  
evenings, and during school holidays. The Teen Center is a  
member of the Boys and Girls Clubs of America and affiliated 
with Morris County 4-H Programs. Our programs provide  
educational and recreational programs for teens in a number of 

program areas such as: sports & fitness, life skills, citizenship & leadership, art, academic  
support, mentoring, and leisure activities. The Teen Center provides a space for teens to express 
their creativity and explore their interests. 

 
Haunted House 
Each year CYSS hosts a haunted house 
which is open to the public.  These three 
nights of terror are completely managed 
by volunteers, including those involved 
in the Picatinny Teen Program.  Money 
raised is dispersed between the CYSS Program, Civil Air Patrol and the 
Picatinny Unit Fund. 

 



2.5  Education, Careers and Libraries 
Picatinny Arsenal is committed to expanding education and employment opportunities for Family 
members. 
 
Right-sized Staff 
Picatinny’s ACS converted a part time contract position  to GS position according to the SGO 
hiring a military spouse in a full time position. 
 
Army Spouse Employment Partnership 
Spouse Employment Initiatives with Fortune 500 companies 
including Home Depot, Sears, TJ Maxx, AUSA, AAFES and 
federal positions. 
 
Employment Readiness 
Employment Readiness classes on Career Assessment, Job Search, Resume Writing, Computer 
Skills, Interview Techniques and Dressing for Success. 

 
MyCAA 
With Congressional authorization in Public Law 110-417, the  
Department of Defense implemented the Military Spouse Career  
Advancement Account Program in April 2009, providing resources and 
assistance to spouses of active duty services members, Guard and 



p y ,
Reserve with a spouse on orders for one year, supporting their pursuit 
of a successful, long-term, portable career. 
 
 

The Post 9/11 GI Bill Benefit  
This bill now allows a Soldier to transfer all or part of their benefits 
to a spouse and/or child(ren). The effective date for the Post 9/11 
GI Bill began 1 August 2009.   

 
Spouse Preference 
Military Spouse Preference (MSP) is a program that was  
developed by the Department of Defense (DoD) to help 
lessen the interruption of spouses’ careers when they have to 
move due to the service members’ receipt of PCS orders.  
Seven spouses were hired in 2009 using their spouse  
preference for positions of choice. 

 
Lending  Library 
A multi-program lending library was created for Soldiers and their Family members.  
 
 



Army Volunteer Corp 
Army Community Service (ACS) is rich in the tradition of  
volunteerism and offers a wide range of volunteer  opportunities 
that significantly impact the military community. The ACS  
volunteer staff expands  program capabilities through the  
donation of time and service.  Volunteers of the Quarter are  
recognized with individual ceremonies and all volunteers are 
honored at an annual luncheon. 

In-State Tuition 
For periods of enrollment that begin after 1 July 2009, members of the Armed Forces on active 
duty for a period of more than 30 days and his/her spouse or dependent children will be eligible 
to receive in-state tuition at public colleges and universities in the state where they reside or are 
permanently stationed.  Once a service member or their Family members are enrolled and  
paying in-state tuition, they will continue to pay at this rate as long as they remain continuously 
enrolled at the institution, even if the service member is reassigned outside of the state. 

2.6  Recreation, Travel and BOSS 
Picatinny Arsenal is committed to providing Soldiers and Families a quality of life that is  
commensurate with their service through quality Recreation  Travel and Better Opportunities for  



commensurate with their service through quality Recreation, Travel and Better Opportunities for  
Single Soldiers (BOSS) programs and services. 

 
Army Soldier Show 
Army Soldier Show is held annually at the Morris Knolls High School 
Auditorium.  The Soldier Show philosophy was established during World 
War I by Sergeant Israel (Irving) Berlin: "Entertainment for the Soldier, by 
the Soldier."  
 
Texas Hold’em and BUNCO Tournaments 
These events are designed to bring new and  
exciting programming to the Soldiers, their 
Families and other FMWR patrons.   

 
Picatinny Repertory Company 
"Radio Shows - Twilight Zone production:" This all volunteer  
company offers hands-on theater experiences for Soldiers, Families 
and other FMWR patrons. 
 
All-Army Photography Contest 
This annual Arts and Crafts program allows Military, Families and  

            civilians to showcase their creativity in photography. 



Outdoor Recreation 
The Warrior Adventure Quest programs are designed with high 
adventure for Soldiers and their Families servicing from the  

beginner to the more advanced. 
Programs include hang-gliding,  
water kayaking, paintball field, 
rafting, scuba diving, mountain 
biking, sea kayaking, cross coun-
try, sky diving, fishing, Picatinny Rod and 
Gun Association, archery instruction, fly tying 
and mountain climbing. 
 

Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular 
The USO provided FREE Radio City tickets for military members and their 
Families.  The Unit Fund and ITR sponsored 3 bus loads of military Families 
who enjoyed an afternoon in the city and the Radio City Christmas  
Spectacular! 
 
Liberty Science Center 
The military kids and adults enjoyed their FREE trip to Liberty 

Science Center at Liberty State Park in Jersey 
City.  The trip was sponsored by ITR and the 
Liberty Science Center. 



Disney Tickets 
ITR participates in the Disney Salute to the 
Military.  Military members get a free ticket to Disney for themselves and 
they can purchase the companion tickets at greatly reduced pricing for their 
Family members. 
 

Reunion Dinners 
FMWR hosts reunion dinner for returning Service members and their 
spouses to welcome them home to Picatinny. 

 
Cannon Gates Catering and  
Conference Center 
Picatinny’s newly renovated Cannon Gates and Catering  
Conference Center hosted the 2009 Armed Forces Day Ball 
where the Red Ribbon was cut.  The new facility is a state of 
the art conference facility. 



Forge - The Athletic Club at Picatinny 
The Forge is open 7 days a week and  
offers Aerobics, Yoga, Cardio and 
strength training equipment.  
 
Frog Falls Aquatic Park 
Frog Falls celebrated it’s 10th  
Anniversary in 2009.  Frog Falls offers  

 reduced fees for active duty military  
 subsidized by the Picatinny Unit Fund.   
 
Single-Seat Golf Cart 
For the Soldier or Vet who may 
need a lift. 
 
Service Members Cup 
Providing our service members 

with some enjoyable R&R. 
 
 
Storage Lot 
Thanks to the Unit Fund, Picatinny’s military get their large 
items stored for less. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

2.7  Communities and Marketplace 
Picatinny Arsenal is committed to providing Families a strong, supportive environment where they 
can thrive. 
 
Community Covenant Signing 
Twenty signatories endorsed the Community  
Covenant pledging support to Military and their  
Families during a pre-show program at the US Army 
Soldier Show on 10 October 2008.  The signatories 
were represented by the NJ CASA, NJ Congressman, 
National Guard Command, Picatinny Arsenal  
Command, state and local officials, school officials, veterans organizations, local agencies and 
military family members. 



Morris County Chamber of Commerce Community Covenant 
7 December 2007 at Good Morning Morris-Ms. Block, Morris 
County Chamber of Commerce President committed community 
support to Picatinny Arsenal Commanding General, BG Phillips 
and NJ National Guard, MG Reith to support military family 
members in Morris County. Pledge of Support to soldiers and their 
families includes: Business discounts,  Employment,  Home & 
auto maintenance,  Health care,  Financial and legal counseling. 

 
Public Officials Forum  
On Wednesday, April 15, 2009 with over 120 in attendance at a 
League of Municipalities meeting, Morris County New Jersey 
joined together to sign the 2009 Armed Forces Covenant.  
 
 
 

Skyhawks Military Appreciation 
Picatinny Arsenal and Sussex County’s minor league baseball team the 
Skyhawks hosted their 10th annual Military Appreciation Night at Skylands 
Park in 2009.  Pre-game activities included fun events for all ages, games, 

military events, tributes and special ac-
tivities.  The evening ended with a bang - 
literally! An amazing show of  
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fireworks was sponsored by the Picatinny 
Federal Credit Union. 
 
Armed Forces Day 
Picatinny opens its gates to the public every other year for 
Warfighter demonstrations. 

 
Always A Service Member 
The local community supports service  
members and their Families at quarterly  
Fellowship Nights. 
 

 
 
GWOT Tree Memorial 
A tree is planted as a lasting memorial for every NJ  Fallen 
Service member. 



United Way of Morris County 
United Way of Morris County, in collaboration with Picatinny 
Arsenal, NJ Army National Guard, Family Service of Morris 
County, NJ 2-1-1 Partnership, First Call For Help, Morris 
County Chamber of Commerce, the Daily Record, and other 
vital human service agencies throughout Morris County, is 
working to make sure the community is fully prepared to  
support our local military families before, during, and after 
deployment. 

 
Operation Homefront Morris 
United Way has been working closely with a network of health 
and human service partners and military entities in our area to  
increase community support for military families who are  
managing the “homefront” while their loved ones are on the front 
lines serving our country.  
 

Front Line Fund 
As part of Operation Homefront Morris, United Way of Morris 
County and its partners have established the Front Line Fund to 
serve as a local mechanism to meet the growing financial needs 
of our military families.   



 
2-1-1 
The Morris County Call Center for NJ 2-1-1 has partnered with 
United Way and the military to develop a military specific database of resources.  Military 

families seeking information, resources or assistance can 
either go to the 2-1-1- website and click on Military  
Families icon or call 2-1-1 and receive personal assistance 
from a 2-1-1 operator. 
 

March a Thon 
On 27 Sept 2009 Morris County Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring their first March a Thon 
-- Morris County Chamber of Commerce’s Leadership Morris program is joining forces with 
United Way of Morris County to co-host the Morris March 
for Military Families on Sunday, September 27, 2009.  Funds 
generated from the March will support Project Front Line 
Morris, a community partnership raising awareness and  
improving access to local resources for military families. 


