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National Autism Awareness Month

In order to highlight the growing need for concern and awareness about autism, the Autism
Society has been celebrating National Autism Awareness Month since the 1970s. The United
States recognizes April as a special opportunity for everyone to educate the public about autism
and issues within the autism community. Here are a few ways you can get involved!

Attend a Wretches & Jabberers ""movievent.” The Autism Society is proud to partner with
Academy Award®-winning director Gerardine Wurzburg to release her feature length
documentary Wretches & Jabberers during National Autism Awareness Month in April 2011.
AMC will premiere the film on April 1 for a limited theatrical run at the AMC Empire 25 in
Times Square in New York. Beginning April 2, which is World Autism Awareness Day,
“Wretches & Jabberers” will open across the United States as part of a 40-city tour at AMC
theaters in top markets such as New York, Los Angeles, Chicago and Houston. Additionally,
AMC will donate a portion of the ticket sales from the 40-city tour to the Autism Society.

Connect with your neighborhood. Many Autism Society local chapters hold special events in
their communities throughout the month of April. Visit
http://www.worldautismawarenessday.org/site/c.egLMI20DKpF/b.3917085/k.8FDB/Event_Sch
edule.htm for a list of events.

Watch a movie. Did you know that something that seems as simple as going to the movies is not
an option for many families affected by autism? The Autism Society is working with AMC
Theatres to bring special-needs families Sensory Friendly Films every month. Visit
http://www.autism-society.org/get-involved/events/sensory-friendly-films/ for more information.

Take on-line training. Visit http://www.pica.army.mil/mwr/ACS/EFMP.htm for an on-line
training which gives an overview of Autism and additional resources for information and
assistance.

Do some research. Visit http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmedhealth/PMH0002494/ for a
comprehensive overview of Autism signs and risk factors.

For more information on Autism, please visit the Exceptional Family Member Program
(EFMP)* webpage at http://www.pica.army.mil/mwr/ACS/EFMP.htm or contact the EFMP
Manager, Marci Keck, at 973-724-2145 or marci.keck@us.army.mil.

*The Department of Defense EFMP is a mandatory enrollment program that works with other military and
civilian agencies to provide comprehensive and coordinated community support, housing, and educational, medical,
and personnel services to Families with special/exceptional needs.
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